
INTERNATIONALISATION OF HALAL CERTIFICATION

BY
DARHIM HASHIM

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

WORLD OF HALAL SCIENCE, INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS ςANUGA 2009
11 OCTOBER 2009, ANUGA, COLOGNE, GERMANY



2

GLOBAL HALAL CERTIFICATION ISSUES

Å In almost all countries, Halal is 

a religious issue. Hence, the 

state will not intervene;

Å At most, Halal is regulated 

under the labeling law;

Å Halal certification, therefore, is 

conducted  by many agencies/ 

associations/ councils/ 

federations, etc;

Å No unified Halal standard and 

its associated logo. 
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EXAMPLES OF HALAL CERITIFICATION 
MARKS
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NO UNIFIED HALAL STANDARD

· There is no unified Halal standard. Very 
little mutual recognition exists between 
certification bodies (between 150 ς200 
listed Halal certification bodies)

· In many countries, Halal certification is a 
ΨŎƻǘǘŀƎŜΩ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΤ

· There is no global authority and no 
leadership. This has raised questions about 
integrity on the Halal certification process, 
issues of abuse, malpractice and gross 
profiteering;

· Malaysia approved 45 Halal certification 
Bodies, Indonesia approved 40 certification 
bodies while GCC countries approved 52 
Halal certification bodies
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ASIAN
16%

AFRICA
4%

AUSTRALA
SIA
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23%
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19%
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Total  of 34 countries surveyed :107 Organisations

Number of Halal Certification Bodies by Region

HALAL CBs ςCURRENT SCENARIO

Over 300 Halal 
CBs in 

operation, 
however only 

33% are 
registered 

legal bodies
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WHERE DO WE DRAW THE LINE?

Halal Certifying 
Organisations

(300+)

Registered as a 
legal Entity (107)

Certifying against a 
recognised
standard

Clear and 
transparent Audit 

& Certification 
procedures

Accredited by a 
Competent AB 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARDISATION 
EFFORTS

TheInternational Organisationfor Standardisationis the obvious 
choice, however ISO will not develop any standards based on 
religious requirements.

Codex  AlimentariusCommission have guidelines for the use of the 
¢ŜǊƳ άIŀƭŀƭέ ōǳǘ stays clear of the most contentious issues.

The World Halal Council is an association of Halal Certification 
Bodies from around the world predominantly from food exporting 
countries. One OIC country is a member.

COMCEC is developing an OIC Halal Standard, through participation 
of member countries, but does not engage major Halal producing 
nations from Non ςOIC countries
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INTERNATIONAL HALAL INTEGRITY ALLIANCE
ΨLIL ![[L!b/9Ω

Å Registeredon the 30th April 2007, as an
international, non-profit, non-governmental,
private-sectorbusinessassociation.

Å Createdto serveas a platform for providing
servicesto its members, representing their
interests and to liaise with governments,
organizationsandbusinesscommunities.

Å On 11 May 2008, IHI Alliance signed a
partnership agreement with the Islamic
Chamber of Commerce & Industry to
implementa GlobalHalalprogramfor the OIC
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WHAT IS IHI ALLIANCE?

IHI Alliance is NOTa Halal Certification Body

IHI Alliance was envisioned for the outset to be a 
non-profit, non-governmental organisationto 

solve the biggest issues facing the international 
Halal Industry..

Χ Harmonisationof standards and alignment of 
Iŀƭŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ Χ

To ensure global Halal integrity for the consumer
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Principal 
Representative of 

OIC on Halal

Provides input 
on standard

WHY IHI ALLIANCE?

Organisationof The Islamic Congress

Islamic Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry

International Halal Integrity Alliance

COMCEC

Secretariat for OIC 
Standards 
Development

Appointed as Halal 
Authority


